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Russians. This part of the Convention was only to enter into force
when the British Government had notified to the Russian that it had
obtained the consent of the Amir. This consent was never obtained,
but no question arose on that point in subsequent years.
Tibet presented fewer difficulties. If they were to wind up their
quarrels about the Indian frontier, neither Russia nor Britain had any
interest in pursuing a veiled competition in that remote region. They
engaged to respect the " territorial integrity " of the country ; not to
interfere in its internal affairs; to recognize the suzerainty of China,
and to deal with the country only through the Chinese Government;
to permit their Buddhist subjects, British or Russian, to have direct
relations on strictly religious ground with the Dalai Lama and other
representatives of the Buddhist religion. Both undertook not to send
representatives to Lhasa or to seek concessions for railways, roads,
mines, telegraphs or other purposes in the country or to appropriate
any part of its revenue for themselves or their subjects. Arrangements
were made for the withdrawal of the British force in the Chumbi
valley after the payment of three instalments of the indemnity due to
Great Britain as the result of previous operations, and for an amicable
exchange of views, if for any failure on the part of the Tibetans to
carry out their engagements it was thought necessary to prolong the
British occupation.
5
When it was all finished and signed (Aug. 31, 1907) Grey wrote
a letter to Campbell-Bannerman in which he epitomized the history
of the affair. " The. Russians," he said, "have eventually accepted
a proposal which was agreed upon after consultation between Morley,
Ritchie, Nicolson, Hardinge l and myself. Nicolson went back with
it to St. Petersburg; Isvolsky would not have it at first, but has
eventually found in it a compromise with his own opponents on the
Council of Ministers at St. Petersburg. Nicolson has as usual been
invaluable, never missing a point, and with excellent judgment; so
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